A Delayed Complication of Temporal Craniotomy Leading to a Potentially Difficult Airway.
Pseudoankylosis of the temporomandibular joint may occur as a complication of frontotemporal craniotomy. We report a patient who presented for surgery with a restricted mouth opening resulting from an infectious complication after frontotemporal craniotomy. Early identification of the potentially difficult airway helped manage this patient. We explain the mechanism of this late complication that may result in a difficult airway. If this is not identified preoperatively when a patient presents for emergency surgery or when the patient is in altered sensorium, it may lead to an unanticipated difficult airway.